
THE FLASH BACK 

 When you awake each morn-

ing, do you think of the new day as a 

gift?  Do you awaken with an attitude 

of gratitude?  We should all arise with 

thankfulness in our hearts.  Our fore-

fathers, in their wisdom, designated a 

Thursday in late November as 

Thanksgiving.  So many think of this 

day as feasting on turkey and all the 

trimmings.  But should we not all con-

centrate on being thankful?   

 Each of us has many things 

for which we should be thankful. 

 We are blessed to live in America, 

the “land of the free and the home 

of the brave;” 

 We have reasonably clean air to 

breathe; 

 We have clothes to wear and food 

to eat;  

     We have beds in which to sleep  

 at night.    

We not only have the things we need,  

but most of us have much more than 

that: 

 We have comfortable home; 

 We have cars to transport us 

wherever we need or want to go; 

 We have nearby grocery stores 

where we have an abundance of 

foods to buy; 

 We have churches where we can 

go to worship. 

 Many of the world’s people do 

not have these things.  If we just 

think about it, we have much for 

which to be thankful for every day. 

 At your Thanksgiving table, 

whether you sit down to a feast fit for 

a king, or one where you have a pea-

nut butter and jelly sandwich, be 

thankful for it.  Be content with what 

you have. 

 Thanksgiving is a time we set 

aside to be thankful, but we SHOULD 

be thankful every day of our lives. 
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“ It is a greater 

work to educate a 

child, in the true 

and larger sense of 

the word, than to 

rule a state.” 

~William Ellery Channing

(1780-1842) 

Thoughts on Thankfulness ….by Ruby Kinnison Ramsey ‘55 

 Under the leadership and guidance of Russella Carr Cheredar ‘62 and 
Gene Cheredar ‘58, a very successful golf outings fundraiser was sponsored 
by the Champion Alumni Association.  Many thanks to Russ and Gene for 
securing the sponsors of the golf outings and for hustling to sell so many raf-
fle tickets.  The association was able to show a profit of about $1580.00.  
With the support of the Champion community in purchasing the tickets and 
making donations, this was a successful fundraiser for the alumni scholar-
ship fund.                                                                                                                          
 Raffle winners were: Pam Keresztesy-2014 Walnut Run season mem-
bership, Larry Dueber-Bronzewood 18 holes & cart for 4, Pam Hood-
Walnut Run 18 holes & cart for 4, Adam Vasbinder-Old Dutch Mill 18 holes 
& cart for 4, Bill Yartz-Duck Creek 18 holes and cart for 4, Greg Bastounis-
Flying B 18 holes & cart for 4, Chris Connelly-Cranberry Hills 9 holes & cart 
for 4, Art Rizzo-Northwood 9 holes for 4, Bill Yartz-Candywood 18 holes for 
4, and Ron Mrus and Elliot Haines-Bag Boy TC Wheeler Travel Cover.             
 Plan to buy your tickets for next year’s Champion Alumni Association 
Golf Raffle Fundraiser to support our scholarship fund! 

Alumni Association Holds Golf Raffle Fundraiser 



Autumn…. 

The trees are beautifully “painted”; 

there’s a chill in the morning air, and a 

sense of change. Autumn, or fall, is my 

favorite time of year.  Not the anticipa-

tion of up-coming holidays, but a remind-

er of the cycle of life.  Some will whine 

about the cold, or complain of the snow 

we will shovel, but I enjoy this time.  I 

think of it as a time to reflect.  Whether 

we whine about it or embrace it, change 

will happen.  There is a lot to be said for 

positive thinking.  Enjoy this time.  Then, 

enjoy the holidays to come with your 

family. 

Stan Petrick ‘67 

 

A Message from the President…                                    

    by Stan Petrick ‘67 
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Officers for the Champion Alumni                   

Association 2014-15  

President:                                (330) 847-7918                                          
Russella  Carr Cheredar  ’62  

V. President:                                                                                  
Darlene Durst Vasbinder  ‘67 (330 ) 898-8199 

Secretary:          (330)847-2338                                  
Carolyn Bean Stear  ’66                                                                             

Treasurer:                                                                          
Ruby Kinnison Ramsey ‘55    (330) 847-8275 

Asst. Treasurer:                       (330) 847-0258                                                  
Becky Mahan Miller  ‘99    

Past President:                                                                     
Stan Petrick  ’67                     (330) 889-0218 

 Champion Alumni   
Association   Core    
Committee 2014 

Phyllis Emery Berlic  ‘48 

Russella Carr Cheredar  ‘62 

Nancy Weir Countryman   ‘65 

Carolee Beard Fowler   ’57     

Shirley Howard Horsley  ‘55 

Jack Mahan  ‘62 

Skipp Maynor  ‘62 

Rebecca Mahan Miller  ‘97 

Kay Wolfe O’Donnell ‘67 

Stan Petrick  ‘67 

Ruby Kinnison Ramsey  ‘55 

Edie Haines Sampson  ‘48 

Roger Samuelson  ‘55 

Robert Snyder   ’66   

Carolyn Stear  ’66  

Ruth Kiser Van Sice  ‘58 

Darlene Durst Vasbinder  ‘67 

Kay Dueber Verch  ’69   

T. Michael Wilkinson  ‘65 

Michele Dicks Yartz  ’60  

“The more you 
lose yourself in 

something bigger 
than yourself, the 
more energy you 

will have.” 

~Norman Vincent Peale 

Life Members 

Eugene R. Emery  ‘56 

M. Diane Emery  ‘56 

Russell Banks  ‘81 

Karen Banks  ‘70 

Jennifer Bloom Sherman  ’91 

Michael Bloom  ’94 

Russell Banks  ’12 

Elizabeth Banks  ’10 

Sarah Banks  ‘07 

Chelsea Banks  ‘06 

1 Year Members  

Robert J. Palmer  ‘79 

Carol J. Drabek  ‘56 

Antoinette Spong  (parent) 

Champion  Alumni Officer Changes 

“Character is that 

which reveals moral 

purpose, exposing 

the class of  things 

a man  chooses or 

avoids.” 
~Aristotle 

New Alumni Members 

 On November 13, 2014 a special 
meeting of the Champion Alumni Core 
Committee was held at Enzo’s Restau-
rant on Elm Road.  Stan Petrick has sub-
mitted his resignation as President of 
the Champion Alumni Assn. for personal 
reasons.  Mrs. Russella Carr Cheredar 
‘62 will assume the office of the Presi-
dent & Mrs. Darlene Durst Vasbinder ‘67 
was elected as Vice President.  Carolyn 
Bean Stear  ‘66 will continue as secretary 
with Kay Dueber Verch serving as re-
cording secretary in Mrs. Stear’s ab-
sence; Ruby Kinnison Ramsey  ‘55 will 
continue as treasurer with Becky Mahan 
Miller ‘99 serving as assistant treasurer 
when Mrs. Ramsey is absent.   

 A decision was made to have an 
annual picnic at Willow Lake for all who 
attended Champion Schools and their 
families.  The event will be held in Au-
gust each year.  The picnic will be a casu-
al affair with lots of time for visiting and 
catching up with former classmates and 
friends. 

 The next Champion Alumni 
Combined Hall of Fame Induction will 
be in November 2015.  Nomination 
forms are on the Champion School Web-
site under Alumni tab.   

Our heartfelt condolences to Stan and 

Terri Petrick due to the sudden pass-

ing of Stan’s son, Jeremy, who died of 

complications of an auto accident.  

Our thoughts and prayers go go out to 

the entire family.    
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In Memoriam 
Remember me when I have gone away, 
Gone far away into the silent land, When 
you can no more hold me by the hand… 
(“Remembrance” by Christine Rossi) 

Champion Graduates 
Dr. Darren D. Sewell  ‘93 

Ryan P. Miller ‘03 

Ryan R. Smith  ‘11 

 
Long-Time Champion Residents 

Remembered 
Thomas L. Kyser 

Betty J. Kifer 

Charles D. Monus 

 

 
 

Champion  

Pictured above are members of the 1956 Champion graduating class of 1956:  Row 1:  Carol Drabek, Donna 

(Smith) Robison, Joanie (Noble) Ready, Carol (Mozina) Lazor, Joanne (O’Brock) Dydell. Row 2:  Jeannine (Beagle) 

Morris, Diane (Fulks) Emery, Gloria (Hovanic) Alden, Jane (Burnfield) Smith, Shirley (Waldeck) Mitcheltree.        

Row 3:  Jim Tallman, Gene Emery, Ralph Hoover, Joe Escobar, Jim Leeworthy, John Hardman.  Absent from Pho-

to:  Chuck Dillon 

Still looking for items to use in our future “Flash Back” newsletters.  If you have a great photo of interest to alumni  or 

would like to write an article for the newsletter, please contact Carolyn Stear at 330 847-2338 or fax 330 847-2336 or 

email: carolyn.stear@neomin.org.  I welcome your help in finding items of interest for the Alumni “Flash Back”. 

Thoughts from Our New President 

The Champion alumni Association is looking forward to the new year.  So far this 
past year, with the support of the community, the Alumni had a successful fundrais-
er.  My husband, Gene, spearheaded a golf outing raffle netting the Alumni with a 
$1580.00 profit.  We were able to award three of our Champion seniors with a 
$500.00 scholarship. 

We will also be hosting the 2015 Hall of Fame Ceremony in November.  The applica-
tion for nominees will be accepted starting in March of 2015.   

The Alumni also will be selling potted mums in the fall hoping to raise the money for 
the scholarship fund.  Anyone wishing to donate just to the scholarship fund may do 
so. 

The Champion Alumni Association has given over $14,000.00 in scholarships in the 
past 11 years and over 20 students were recipients of at least a $500.00 award. 

The members of the Alumni wish everyone a Happy Holiday and a wonderful new 
year.     

       Russ Cheredar  ‘62 



FLASH BACK...DO YOU 
REMEMBER WHEN? 

 
Phone: 330 847-2338—Carolyn Stear 

Fax: 330 847-2336 
 

E-mail: carolyn.stear@neomin.org 
Ruby Ramsey at wanderer02@aol.com 

 
School Web Page: www.championlocal.org 

Click on Alumni Association 

Bridging the Past into the Future 
 

The Champion Alumni 

Association 
 

Membership Application for the Champion Alumni Association, Inc. 

Make checks payable to:  THE CHAMPION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 

“Those were the days my friend, I thought they’d never end…” 

Send to Carolyn Stear, Champion Alumni Assocation-5759 Mahoning Ave. NW, Warren, OH  44483, FAX:  330 847-2336, PH: 330 847-2338 

Name____________________________________ Maiden Name__________________ Class Year_______Email_______________________ 

 Street_____________________________________________________________________________ City____________________________  

State____________________________ Zip _________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Yearly Membership-($10)   Number of years _____ @ $10 = ___________ 

  I wish to become a Life Member.  Enclosed is my check for $100.00. 

  I am 65 years old or older.   I understand my life membership contribution is $50.00, check enclosed. 

  Other donation $             You can help by supporting your Alumni Association through financial gifts both large and small. 

Life membership includes: Donor’s 
name permanently inscribed on Life 
Member Plaque displayed at CHS, 
laminated Membership Card and 
future issues of newsletters sent to 
your address.  Your name will be listed 
in a future issue of The Flash Back 
Newsletter upon becoming a member 
of the Champion Alumni Association. 

Champion Senior Citizens’ News 

“May your blessings abound this Thanksgiving” 

The Champion Schools’ Senior Citizens Advisory Council and Champi-

on Middle School hosted their “FALL FEST” Luncheon and Awards Pro-

gram on Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. at the middle school 

gym. The “Champion Senior Citizen of the Year” Award was presented 

to James Omweg by the Rotary Club of Champion President, Vickie 

Thompson. 

On Veterans Day the Senior Citizens Advisor Council sponsored 

the Veterans Day Tribute at Central Elementary School gym.  3rd 

and 4th grade students participated with honoring the veterans, 

along with Champion township trustees, Bob Farmer and Keith 

Bowser; Denise Starr, vocalist; Rev. Tim McPherson, bag piper, 

One Octave, CHS vocal group, under the direction of Katie Wil-

liams; the CHS Symphonic Band under the direction of Tyler Hu-

sosky; Patricia Bryant, mistress of ceremony; Josh Cokrlic, CES 

vocal music director and James Guterba, speaker.  Honored Vet-

eran for 2014 was Brett Clingan, a Champion resident/parent. 

“Sow good services; sweet                      

remembrances will grow from 

them.”                                   

 ~Madame De Stael, French Writer 


